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BOTT CELLI AND EENTLEY ARE AN RRISSTELE COMBINATION.
LUXURY TRAVEL MA'AZINf TOURED RENA SSANCE TUSCANY N THE WORLD'S MOST LUXURIOU S COUPT
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ncient ltalian hill towns are no place for nonumentally larSe luxury
motor.ars. This is the onclusion I rcach as I inch the Sleamins snout of a
masive B€ntley Brooklands coupe arcund )€t another hairpin Tuscan co.

DRN'ETOUR

nei SweNinS to aloid an old sl8nora who could have stepped riSht out of an ollve
oil advfft, I almost flatten a tiny Fiat oming iD the oppGite diNtion. Crazy Italie
driRnl I reach lor the horn, and then rcalize l'm driving on the wong side of the

In a tip that harts bact to the golden age of the Grand European Tour, she.
younS EnSlhh aristG barreld around Eurcpe in big caE soaldng up nne art and fine
wine and planning their next n@L Bendey have invited me to expedence
Renaissance Flotence from behtnd the wheel of th€lr latest luxury behemoth. So
far, d.spit. the m.asional clor call with a l6th entury wall, itt b€€n a h@t. It's
hard not to have tun in a Bentley, and the hand'asrmbled Beklandr a snip at
iust under $700,000, h the most luxurious and poweftl model ever to sport tbe
famous 'tlyinS B'.

only |fe hundred Br@ldands arc beinS made, which is why I'm a little bit neN-
ous about pranSing this one, ltt actuaUy a rclief when smeone else takes the
whel, allowing me to lounge tn the bact in a silent cocoon of hand-stitched
leather and polished walnut, watchinS the villas/ vineyards and olive 8rcves of the
Florentine hintedaod rcll by, We'rc in the heart of 'Chiantishire', e called becaur
of the heady red wine for which this rc8ion is famous, and the number of wealthy
Brits who hale settled heR in restorcd Renaisence piles.

On€ of thek is the Villa Cetinale, a pink-stoned pcket pd@ of such eye-pop
ping beauty it mal€s me want to cry or leam ltalian, or both, Built in 1651 for
Cardinal tabio ChiSt (later pfomoted to Pope Alexander vll, no less) Cetlnale was

...ue clrite. or ruttlu'r unii-
to the. historic unllbd

cixrclel of Scm Cirripyru n

more reently home to the late Lord Lambio., the
British politician ousted from office in 1973 amid
a scandal involving two prostitutes, some cannabis
add kveral photographs in the tabloid newspa-
pe6. Whitehau's los was Cetinalet gain. Under
the tambton's care, the villa's celebrated frer.oes,
statues and classical Sardens (devoid of illeSal
plants, I might add) were restored to their former
glory And unlike many renovated properties in

the region, it was not forc€d to suffei the tndtgntty or ftodem tlappinSs. h fact
Cettnaleb clfent owner, t mbton's son, still makes do without hot running water
(no doubt on the premise that if it was Sood enough for a pope itt good enough

Back in the Bentley we ddve, or rather waft, to the hlstonc walled citadel of San
cimiSnano to wand€r the cobbled aueyways, iaws agape at the townt famous
stone loweu. Built by aspiring 13th century lcals anxious to l€ep up with the
Jones6, the towe$ grew proSrcssively taUer and morc elaborate over the a8es, and
now san GimtSnano boasts a uniqu€ly Tuscan answer to the Manhattan skyline.

Turany's hill toMs are not to be sniffed at, but for the tuU jaw'onrhe'fl@r
Renaisence experience we head for tlorcnce, and a private afteFhours tour of the
Uffizi gallery without the crcwds the Uffizi ts an awe-insptrinS pla.e (tt was odSr
nally built as a palace after all) but even amid such opulence, masterpieces like
Borri,elli's me Birth of Vq6 hold their oM. That painting's natu.al luminerence,
our guide explains, is down to the undercoat or crushed marble applied by the anist
to Sive venus her ether€al ,n8. six hundred yeas on, sh€ still daz2les. we move
thrcugh the fre@d oridou, our guide reling ofi a rcU call of Renaissnce mav
teF. Many of the paintinSs arc stnKng ln theh famtUadty, so often have they b€en
rcproduced, but there's nothing like stmding face-tcface witi the real thin8. You >
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can see the cragS_v aleas whele the arti\t has pilcd on paint, and
the smooth, scmi-translucc.t plains where colour has tEen
dratrd likc silt. Mo( maNellous olallis how lhe painte^ of that
(a nastered lhe illusion oiliSht; it shiner irod everyfiaoc, tu8-
ging you to$ald it. The urSe kr (ach out and tooch lhese mas
terpi<e! is dlftdn irrcsistibl..

Bcts..n rooms 25 and 34 we com€ to a door norftrll), tcPt
locked, bul open k)ni$ht. SteppinS through wc.ntft the vasari
Cdridor, the famous clevatcd pasageway linliirg the I'alaz2o
dcSli Uffizi to lhc talazo Pittion the other side olthe ,^do rivr.
'lhe codlor can onlt be vnitc{ by tPe.ial aftangcmcdt, e this
is a rare treal. Buih by thc Uifizit a(hilect, Giorgio vaeri in
156.1tomart thckeddingof Crand Duk€ F_lancescolde'Medici
to Gbvanna ot Austria, theencbsed walk$ay i\.2ri.d aloft on
huge arche\ dl)nlj the hanLs of thc Amo and over lhe Ponte
\t.hb (l'd alwal's wondeied whal s(rets lhe building5 oD that
bridge hid), before meanderinS betheen private hodes to
emerge, in n)methinl rtrai8ht out ot Ir. D,r Vittri CdL, via a
small woodcn d{u in thc sidc olMichelangelo's Groxo. we halk
tor alDost a kilonretre, passing some 700 paintings uiually hid-
deD ftom the public eye. Mo\t are \elf-ponraits by fadous mas
te6, hut there aie otber odditi.r, such as thc worts da'naged by
thc inianrous nrafia car bombing of the gaUery in 1991. rerhaD
ben ol all are th€ extraordinary vie{\ of Fkrcn.. fiom th.liltle
rcund ftrtholet on rh. ldntc vccchio. tcfting through them,
n! cast, to nDaSine the Grand Duke k€eping a nalchtul eye on
his subiecls pasing below
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For the best Tus.an hilltowft go to
@.lurury,travelma9.com/topten

'lhe vasali (ldridor i\ a r()u!h a.t to lollow, but thanktully
Tu\cany hd no shortaSc 01 oranek. ()ur bed frr th€ niSht is at
villa Mi.giacane, a l6th ceDttry villa krcat€d hiSh in thc vine
yards and olive grcves ol the lho Villcy. OnLi the ancestlal
home ol the Renris\an.c Pbilosophei and Politician Ni.r)li
Vachirvelli, dr. villa is noN i luxurl hotel and spd. Our suit. is
vasl, (cupying an eniire win8 ofthe villa. It has its own steanr
ronnr.  rh, '  bd \ ru,  m\,  d n, ,d l in.8r l l . r \  
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pletesithornatc pillaisand a cupola. lhc tEd, constructud ton)
{rorShl silver, is bi8 cnough to lccommodatc our Bcntl.-v, iD<l
so high ii requires a short fli8ht of\tets to a..css it.

llgend has it drat Michclangelo hinrsell had 3 h3n,l n\
ManSia.anct drsign, whi.h woukl explain the maSniiiccdtview
no'n the villa's trescoed bgtia.l J'ath thtuugh thc Wintervine
yard5 leads the eyo diKrly to a 8ap in lhe hills, through which
the unmist:tiblc tcfuacotta breasi ol lbence\ fado$ Dtromo,
tlrc Basilica di santa varia del Fi(re, is vi\iblc llln dislanl. ll's
vie$5 like this that $ill lie.t nc retornnrg to ltaly again and
a8din. r\lthou8h p(haps h a niShtly smaller car nexr rimf

IUXE LIST
Emnates op€rates 49 fliqhr5 per week lrom Aunrala to oubai. This
include5 a doube daily i€ry.elrom Sydne, Melbourne and
Emnates fliei daily trom Dubaitovefic€ and Rome and iive-li
weekly to Milan. Detail5, 1300 l0l777, or M.edn
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